ERECUTIVE CHAMEBERS

HoMoLuLY

LINGA LINALE

GRYERNOR

March R, 2004

Ambassador Robert B, Zocllick

The (Inited Statcs Trade Representative
600 Ith Swreet N.W.

Washington, 12.C. 20508

Dear Ambassador Zoellick:

The State of Hawaii authorizes the U.S. Trade Represcntative to offer access to
the Hawaii State government procurement market in new trade agreements that USTR is:
currently negotiating. These include trade agreements with Moroceo, Australia, (he
countries of the Central American Common Market (Costa Riea, E) Salvador, Guatemals,
Honduras and Nicaragua), the South African Customs Union (Bostwana, Lesotho,
Namibin, South Africa and Swaziland). and the Free Trade Agreement of the Arnericas.
Hawaii will undertake the same commitments with regard to these new agrecments that it
has alrendy undertaken under the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement,

We appreciate the opportunity to comment and should you have questions or
concems, please contact me.

Sincerely,
LINDA LINGL
ce: Jean Heilman Grier, USTR oy,

(Fax 202-395-5674)
Russ Saitv, Comptroller, DAGS




EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

HONOLULWY

LINDA LIMGLE

GovERNGR

October 7, 2003

Mr. Robert B. Zoellick

Executive Office of the President

The United States Trade Representative
Washington, D.C. 20508

Dear Mr. Zoellick:

This is in response to your letter requesting our assistance in the area of
govemnment procurement in trade negotiations and requesting that the State of Hawaii
consider coverage of additional trade agreements now being negotiated by the United
States. As a patticipant under the United States’ membership in the World Trade
Organizations Agreement on Government Procurement, the State has demonstrated its
commitment to support the purpose of that Agreement. However, I request some
additional time in which to review our obligations and responsibilities under this
Apreement in order to make an informed decision regarding the inclusion of the
additional new countries with which the United States is negotiating, 1assure you that
this need for additional time does not in any way represent the State’s erosion of
commitment 1o this Agreement and the poals and interests of the United States.

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and please do not hesitate to
contact the Comptrofler of the State of Hawaii, Russ K, Saito, by telephone phone at

(808) 586-0400 or by e-mail at russ k.saito@hawaii.gov.
Sincerely, .
LINDA LIN

ce.  Russ K. Baito, Comptroller




