
April 24, 2007 
 
Dear Appropriations Member, 
 
We are writing to urge you to deny the Department of Energy’s $405 million request and 
provide zero funding for reprocessing nuclear fuel in the Fiscal Year 2008 Energy and Water 
Appropriations bill. We are categorically opposed to the proposal to restart reprocessing of 
commercial irradiated fuel in the United States that the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is 
planning pursuant to its Global Nuclear Energy Partnership (GNEP) program.  This proposal 
would significantly undermine US non-proliferation policy, cost taxpayers more than $100 
billion, and yield numerous, hard-to-manage waste streams.  
 
GNEP is a large-scale construction project, not a research and development program.   
When GNEP was first announced in February 2006, the Department of Energy (DOE) presented 
it to Congress largely as a long-term research and development program to develop “advanced 
recycling technologies.”  Only one year later, DOE is proposing to build a commercial-scale 
reprocessing facility and a full-scale fast reactor using existing technologies.  In fact, DOE is 
currently considering eleven locations around the country for siting these facilities, and plans to 
select one or more sites in 2008.  The stated goals of GNEP are to solve the proliferation and 
waste problems associated with nuclear power, but the necessary technologies, including 
“proliferation-resistant” and economically viable reprocessing and fast reactors, are in the early 
stages of research and, even according to US nuclear industry, many decades away from 
commercialization. It would be a huge waste of taxpayer dollars to build these large-scale 
facilities now with immature and polluting technologies. 
 
If fully implemented, GNEP could cost $200 billion.  DOE’s FY2008 request of $405 million 
is more than double the FY2007 budget. If this program is funded in FY08, DOE will have spent 
more than $1 billion since FY2001 on reprocessing – but this represents only a small down-
payment on an enormous program. According to a National Academy of Sciences’ study in 
1996, a reprocessing and transmutation program in the United States would cost $100 billion. 
The NAS estimate is only for existing U.S. irradiated fuel, and does not include waste produced 
as a result of 20-year license extensions, waste from new domestic reactors, or waste from 
foreign reactors that the administration’s proposal envisions coming to the United States for 
reprocessing. With the additional waste, costs could soar to $200 billion.  DOE has a long track 
record of not being able to complete large nuclear construction projects on time and on budget. 
For example, a proposal to build a fast reactor at Clinch River in Tennessee in the1970s was 
stopped by Congress in 1982 when the costs escalated from an estimated $400 million to $8.8 
billion.  
 
GNEP will undermine U.S. non-proliferation efforts.  DOE repeatedly states that it does not 
want to use reprocessing technology that results in separated plutonium. However, DOE is 
proposing to use technologies that result in a mix of plutonium with uranium, which is 
considered “direct use material” by the International Atomic Energy Agency and must be 
secured to the same standard as separated plutonium.  Reprocessing will create stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons-usable material, as is the case in France, the UK, Japan, and Russia. Globally, 
commercial reprocessing has resulted in 250 metric tons of separated plutonium – enough to 
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make 30,000 nuclear weapons. Rather than discouraging other countries from reprocessing as 
DOE claims, a U.S. program will provide political cover for countries seeking to justify or 
legitimize their efforts to obtain this technology. 
 
GNEP will create more highly radioactive waste streams. Reprocessing is the most polluting 
part of the nuclear fuel cycle. The only private commercial reprocessing facility in the United 
States, West Valley in New York State, which was shut down after only six years of operation 
resulted in radioactive waste that still threatens the groundwater and the Great Lakes watershed 
more than 30 years later. DOE’s 1996 estimate for the cleanup cost for the part of the site that 
did reprocessing is $5.2 billion. The U.S. also used reprocessing to create plutonium for nuclear 
weapons, which resulted in highly radioactive liquid waste in tanks at Hanford, Savannah River 
Site, and Idaho National Laboratory that continues to threaten important water resources, 
including the Columbia and Savannah Rivers and the Snake River Plain Aquifer. Tens of billions 
of dollars will be required over several decades to continue cleanup at these sites. 
 
Fast reactors, a crucial component to GNEP, are not commercially viable. Fast reactors are 
essential to implementing DOE’s stated goal of dealing with the nuclear waste. If GNEP were to 
substantially reduce the amount of nuclear waste destined for a repository, one fast reactor would 
have to be constructed for approximately every two or three light-water reactors (the kind of 
reactor used in the United States now). Countries, including the United States, have been trying 
unsuccessfully to develop fast reactors for 50 years and the results have all been technical and 
economic failures.  In the United States, a small fast reactor, Fermi 1, had a partial nuclear 
meltdown in October 1966 and a sodium fire in 1970. The reactor was closed in 1972. The only 
full-scale fast reactor currently operating, the Russian BN-600, has had fifteen sodium fires in 
the past 23 years. 
 
DOE is rushing into full-scale reprocessing without the necessary technologies that would fulfill 
its stated goals, thus creating new problems while solving none of the existing challenges of 
dealing with nuclear waste.  Now is the time to zero out funding for this program before any 
premature construction and taxpayer investment begins toward what promises to be yet another 
DOE boondoggle and failed program. We urge you to not allow the DOE to pursue this 
dangerous, expensive, and polluting proposal.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
National Organizations 
 
Susan Gordon, Executive Director 
Alliance for Nuclear Accountability 
 
Svend Soeyland, Director  
Bellona USA 
 
Lynn Thorp, National Campaigns Coordinator   
Clean Water Action 
 
John Isaacs, Executive Director 
Council for a Livable World 

 
Carol Werner, Executive Director 
Environmental and Energy Study Institute 
 
Ivan Oelrich, Vice-President, Strategic Security 
Program  
Federation of American Scientists 
 
Erich Pica, Director, Domestic Programs 
Friends of the Earth 
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Jim Riccio, Nuclear Policy Analyst 
Greenpeace 
 
Amb. Robert T. Grey, Jr., Director, Bipartisan 
Security Group  
Global Security Institute 
 
Tom Carpenter, Director, Nuclear Oversight 
Program 
Government Accountability Project 
 
Kathleen Gwynn, President & CEO 
Steven and Michele Kirsch Foundation 
 
Karen Wayland, Legislative Director 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 
David Krieger, President 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 
 
Michael Mariotte, Executive Director 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 
(NIRS) 
 
 
 

Julie R. Enszer, Executive Director  
Nuclear Policy Research Institute 
 
 
Kevin Martin, Executive Director 
Peace Action 
 
Will Callaway, Legislative Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
Michele Boyd, Legislative Director 
Public Citizen 
 
Dave Hamilton, Director, Global Warming and 
Energy Program  
Sierra Club 
 
Dr. Edwin Lyman, Senior Staff Scientist 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
 
Anna Aurilio, Director, Washington DC Office 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group  
(U.S. PIRG) 
 
Susan Shaer, Executive Director 
Women's Action for New Directions 

 
 
Regional/State/Local Organizations 
 
Marylia Kelley, Executive Director 
Tri-Valley CAREs, CA 
 
Rochelle Becker, Executive Director 
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility, CA 
 
Molly Johnson, Area Coordinator 
Grandmothers for Peace/SLO County Chapter, 
CA 
 
Stephen A. Smith, DVM, Executive Director 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), 
GA, FL, AL, TN, SC, NC, KY & MS 
 
Bobbie Paul, Executive Director 
Atlanta Women's Action for New Directions 
(Atlanta WAND), GA 
 
Glenn Carroll, Coordinator 
Nukewatch South, GA & SC 
 

Abayomi Noibi, Ph.D., Executive Director 
Environmental Community Action, Inc. (ECO-
Action), GA 
 
David A. Kraft, Director 
Nuclear Energy Information Service (NEIS), IL 
 
Mark Donham 
Regional Association of Concerned 
Environmentalists, IL & KY 
 
Grant Smith, Executive Director 
Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana, IN  
 
Jeremy Maxand, Executive Director  
Snake River Alliance, ID  
 
Corinne Whitehead 
Coalition for Health Concern, KY 
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Lisa Crawford, President 
Fernald Residents for Environmental Safety & 
Health, Inc. (FRESH, Inc.), OH 
 
Geoffrey Sea 
Southern Ohio Neighbors Group, OH 
 
Terry Lodge  
Toledo Coalition for Safe Energy, OH 
 
Vina Colley 
PRESS (Portsmouth/Piketon Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Security), OH 
 
Paige Knight, President  
Hanford Watch, OR 
 
Deb Katz, Director 
Citizens Awareness Network,  
MA, CT, NH, NY, & VT 
 
Michael J. Keegan 
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes, MI 
 
Alice Hirt 
Don't Waste Michigan, MI 
 
Keith Gunter 
Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two, MI 
 
Judy Treichel, Executive Director 
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force, NV 
 
Jennifer O. Viereck, Director  
HOME: Healing Ourselves & Mother Earth, NV 
 
Peggy Maze Johnson, Executive Director 
Citizen Alert, NV  
 
Don Hancock 
Southwest Research and Information Center, 
NM 
 
 
 
 
 

Jay Coghlan, Executive Director 
Nuclear Watch New Mexico, NM 
 
Jimi S. Gadzia  
Concerned Citizens of Roswell, NM 
 
Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety, NM 
 
Greg Mello 
Los Alamos Study Group, NM 
 
Lewis E. Patrie, M. D., Chair 
Western N.C. Chapter of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, NC 
 
Angela Crowley-Koch 
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility, OR 
 
Susan Corbett, Conservation Chair 
South Carolina Sierra Club, SC 
 
Allison Peeler, Nuclear Issues Coordinator 
Carolina Peace Resource Center, SC 
 
Louis Zeller, SRS Campaign Coordinator 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League, SC, 
NC, TN, & VA 
 
Ralph Hutchison 
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance, TN 
 
Vanessa Pierce, Director 
HEAL Utah, UT   
 
Gerald Pollet, JD, Executive Director 
Heart of America Northwest, WA 
 
Bill LaBorde, Program Director 
WashPIRG, WA 
 
Brent Foster, Executive Director 
Columbia Riverkeeper, WA & OR 
 
Russell J. Lowes, Research Director 
Power Plant Analysts 

 


