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July 14, 2006 
 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Canada 
President Jacques Chirac, France 
Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel, Germany 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Great Britain 
Prime Minister Romano Prodi, Italy 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, Japan 
President Vladimir Putin, Russia 
President George W. Bush, Jr., United States 

 
Dear Group of Eight Leaders: 
 

As you gather at this G8 Summit in St. Petersburg, Russia to discuss global energy 
security, the undersigned public interest organizations from seventeen countries urge you to 
reject U.S. President George W. Bush’s reprocessing proposal under Global Nuclear Energy 
Partnership (GNEP).  Under GNEP, the U.S. and a few other selected countries would reprocess 
the world’s commercial nuclear waste, and use the separated plutonium in fast neutron reactors. 
We are opposed to this proposal, because global experience in the past 60 years has shown that 
reprocessing is extremely polluting and expensive, and undermines global nonproliferation 
efforts. Moreover, efforts to build fast reactors have been safety and economic failures.  No 
solution has been created to deal with the nuclear waste generated by nuclear power or 
reprocessing.  GNEP would result in no new energy supplies for a several decades and perhaps 
much longer, while investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy would provide energy 
now and long-term without proliferating nuclear weapons materials. 
 

Of the G8 members, five countries (France, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States of America) have reprocessed or are reprocessing domestically.  Two other G8 
countries, Italy and Germany, sent their waste to France and the UK for reprocessing.  None of 
these countries have solved, or even improved, their nuclear waste problem by reprocessing.  In 
fact, reprocessing waste is not easily contained and has contaminated the global environment. 
The most radioactively contaminated places on Earth, including Lake Karachai in Russia and 
Hanford in the United States, are from reprocessing waste.  In Europe, both France and the UK 
discharge radioactive waste into the sea.  This waste has contaminated water as far away as the 
Arctic, and has been found in marine life in Norway and Denmark.  In the United States, 
reprocessing waste threatens to contaminate the Columbia River and the Savannah River, two of 
the most important water resources in the country.  

 



Despite spending more than US $100 billion globally, no country has successfully 
commercialized reprocessing and transmutation technologies.  All of these programs are heavily 
subsidized by their governments.  A July 2000 report commissioned by the French government 
concluded that reprocessing and plutonium fuel are uneconomical, costing nearly US$1 billion 
more each year for plutonium fuel use (in 20 of its 58 reactors) compared to a “once-thorough” 
fuel cycle.  Last year, 20 tons of uranium and plutonium leaked from a pipe at the U.K. 
government-owned THORP reprocessing plant.  The plant, which was losing money even when 
operational, remains closed and its future is uncertain.  Meanwhile, the Japanese company, Japan 
Nuclear Fuel Ltd., recently started up its Rokkasho reprocessing plant, which took 13 years to 
build and cost US $20 billion, three times more than initially estimated.   
 

Reprocessing also makes it easier for terrorists to obtain the fissile material needed to 
make nuclear weapons, and undermines nonproliferation efforts.  As a result of global 
commercial reprocessing, 250 metric tons of plutonium has been separated and remains 
vulnerable to theft.  This amount of plutonium is equivalent to more than 30,000 nuclear bombs.  

 
The “proliferation-resistant” reprocessing technologies currently being researched by the 

U.S. Department of Energy are not sufficient to prevent theft by terrorists, while the plutonium 
mix that results from these technologies could be used to make a nuclear weapon.  Like the 
existing, decades-old PUREX process, these technologies would inevitably make weapons-
usable material harder to track and easier to lose.  Moreover, the materials, technical personnel, 
technologies and specialized equipment involved in these processes could leak out, as they have 
in the past, to foreign clandestine weapons programs or be diverted within a state’s program to 
make nuclear weapons.  The fact is that any reprocessing technology is more dangerous than 
leaving the weapons-usable plutonium bound up in highly radioactive, easy to track, bulky spent 
fuel rods. 

 
In order to reduce the radioactivity of the reprocessed waste, it is necessary to build one 

fast neutron reactor to every three light water reactors.  Since the early 1950s, governments 
around the world have made huge investments into the development of fast reactors, but the 
results have been safety and economic failures.  
 

As you consider global energy security at this Summit, we urge you to acknowledge the 
economic, safety, and proliferation failures of reprocessing and transmutation.  GNEP would 
threaten, not improve, global energy security.  Instead, we ask you to put the vast financial 
resources that would be needed for GNEP into research and development of energy efficiency 
and renewable energy projects. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Austria  
 
Roland Egger 
ATOMSTOPP International - WISE Austria 
Linz, Austria 
 

 
 
Matthias Reichl 
Center for Encounter and Active Non-
Violence 
Osterreich, Austria 



Heinz Stockinger 
Salzburg Platform Against Nuclear Dangers 
(PLAGE) 
Salzburg, Austria 
 
Christiane Schmutterer 
Bad One to the Environment, No to the 
Atomic Energy 
Vienna, Austria 
 
Belgium  
 
Martina Roels 
KWIA, Support Group for Indigenous 
Peoples 
St. Niklaas, Belgium 
 
Bulgaria 
 
Denitza Petrova 
Centre for Environmental Information and 
Education (CEIE) 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
 
Canada 
 
S. Ziggy Kleinau 
Citizens for Renewable Energy 
Lion's Head, Ontario, Canada 
 
Gordon Edwards, PhD 
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear 
Responsibility 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
 
Frank Fohr 
Niagra Chapter, Council of Canadians 
Niagra Falls, Ontario, Canada 
 
Brennain Lloyd 
Northwatch 
North Bay, Ontario, Canada 
 
Emilie Moorhouse 
Campaign for Nuclear Phaseout 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

James Penna 
Inter Church Uranium Committee 
Educational Cooperative 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 
 
Marion Odell 
International Institute of Concern for Public 
Health 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 
Judith Deutsch 
The Toronto Chapter of the Council of 
Canadians 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 
Janet Patterson 
Women's Healthy Environments Network 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 
Finland 
 
Anna-Liisa Mattsoff 
No More Nuclear Power Movement 
Helsinki, Finland 
 
Ulla Kloetzer 
Women Against Nuclear Power 
Helsinki, Finland 
 
France  
 
Stephanie Lhomme 
Network To Leave the Nuclear 
Lyon, France 
 
Jean-Yvon Landrac 
Network To Leave the Nuclear Power 
Lyon, France 
 
Marie-Christine Gamberini 
Friends of the Earth France 
Montreuil, France 
 
 
 
 



Germany 
 
Regina Richter 
Urgewald 
Berlin, Germany 
 
Gina Gillig 
Citizens Against the Nuclear Reactor in 
Garching, Munich 
Munich, Germany 
 
India  
 
S.P. Udayakumar 
People's Movement Against Nuclear Energy 
Nagercoil, India 
 
Italy 
 
Antonio Tricarico 
Campaign for the Reform of the World Bank 
(CRBM) 
Rome, Italy 
 
Laura Radiconcini 
Friends of the Earth Italy 
Rome, Italy 
 
Japan 
 
Koji Asaishi 
Group of 10,000 Plaintiffs for the Lawsuit to 
Stop the Nuclear Fuel Cycle 
Aomori, Japan 
 
Masakazu Yamauchi 
PEACE LAND 
Aomori, Japan 
 
Tomoko Anraku 
Stop NukeWaste Campaign 
Chubu, Japan 
 
 
 
 

Miwako Ogiso 
Fukui Perfectural Citizens' Organization 
Against Nuclear Power Plants 
Fukui, Japan 
 
Fumiko Saito 
Plutonium Action Hiroshima 
Hiroshima, Japan 
 
Fumio Nagata 
Iwate Committee to Protect the Sanriku Sea 
from Radiation 
Iwate, Japan 
 
Shinichi Takahashi 
Three Organizations of Kashiwazaki-Kariwa 
Against Nuclear Power 
Kashiwazaki/Kariwa, Japan 
 
Aileen Mioko Smith 
Green Action 
Kyoto, Japan 
 
Philip White 
Citizens' Nuclear Information Center 
Nakano-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
 
Daisuke Sato 
No Nukes Asia Forum 
Osaka, Japan 
 
Hideyuki Koyama 
Osaka Citizens Against the Mihama, Oi, and 
Takahama Nuclear Power Plants 
Osaka, Japan 
 
Kyoko Mano 
Mamahapun 
Osaka, Japan 
 
Keiko Kikukawa 
Hana to Habu no Sato 
Rokkashomura, Japan 
 
 
 



Gensuikin Inoue 
Japan Congress Against A- and H- Bombs 
Tokyo, Japan 
 
Yukiko Mukai 
Chernobyl Children's Fund 
Tokyo, Japan 
 
Kimoko Ogasawara 
National Christian Council in Japan 
Tokyo, Japan 
 
Kenya 
 
Paul Saoke 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Kenya 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 
Netherlands 
 
Peer de Rijk 
World Information Service on Energy (WISE) 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Romania 
 
Ionut Apostol 
TERRA Mileniul III 
Bucharest, Romania 
 
Russia 
 
Natalia I. Mironova, PhD 
Movement for Nuclear Safety 
Chelyabinsk, Russia 
 
Nadezhda Kutepova 
Ecodefense/Planet of Hopes 
Chelyabinsk, Russia 
 
Olga Podosenova 
Ecodefense Ekaterinburg 
Ekaterinburg, Russia 
 
 
 

Alexandra Koroleva 
Ecodefense Kaliningrad 
Kaliningrad, Russia 
 
Vladimir Slivyak 
Ecodefense Russia 
Moscow, Russia 
 
Slovenia 
 
Lidija Zivcic 
Focus Association for Sustainable 
Development 
Zrece, Slovenia 
 
South Africa 
 
Muna Lakhani 
Earthlife Africa 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
United States  
 
Louise Benally 
Big Mountain Dineh Nation 
Big Mountain, Arizona 
 
Uncle Don B. Fanning 
Flagstaff New Day Peace Center 
Flagstaff, Arizona 
 
Julia Rouvier 
Flagstaff Nuclear Awareness Project 
Flagstaff, Arizona 
 
Frank Subjeck 
Air, Water, Earth Organization 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona 
 
Betty Schroeder 
Arizona Safe Energy Coalition 
Tucson, Arizona 
 
Rob Kulakofsky 
Environmental Justice Action Group 
Tucson, Arizona 



Jack Cohen-Joppa 
The Nuclear Register 
Tucson, Arizona 
 
Pat Birnie 
Tucson Branch of the Women's International 
League for Peace and Freedom 
Tucson, Arizona 
 
Dick Bennett 
Omni Center for Peace, Justice, and Ecology 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 
 
Jean Gordon 
Arkansas WAND 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
 
Michael Welch 
Redwood Alliance 
Arcata, California 
 
Wendy Oser 
Nuclear Guardianship Project 
Berkeley, California 
 
Meg Simonds 
Abalone Alliance 
Bolinas, California 
 
Marylia Kelley 
Tri-Valley CAREs (Communities Against a 
Radioactive Environment) 
Livermore, California 
 
Marie Rose Taruc 
Asian Pacific Environmental Network 
Oakland, California 
 
Jacqueline Cabasso 
Western States Legal Foundation 
Oakland, California 
 
Philip Tymon 
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center 
Occidental, California 
 

Pamela Meidell 
Atomic Mirror 
Port Hueneme, California 
 
Jane Williams 
California Communities Against Toxics 
Rosamond, California 
 
Sherlina Nageer 
Literacy for Environmental Justice 
San Francisco, California 
 
Rochelle Becker 
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility 
San Luis Obispo, California 
 
Molly P. Johnson 
Grandmothers for Peace 
San Luis Obispo County, California 
 
Nancy Shaw 
Nurses for Social Responsibility 
San Luis Obispo County, California 
 
Morgan Rafferty 
San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace 
San Luis Obispo County, California 
 
Dennis P. Davie 
Santa Cruz Earth First! 
Santa Cruz, California 
 
Susan Clark 
Americans for a Safe Future 
Sherman Oaks, California 
 
Jennifer O. Viereck 
Healing Ourselves & Mother Earth (HOME) 
Tecopa, California 
 
Jayne Lyn Stahl 
Writers-at-Large 
Walnut Creek, California 
 
 
 



Adrienne Anderson 
Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center 
Boulder, Colorado 
 
Robert Kinsey 
The Colorado Coalition for Prevention of 
Nuclear War 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Peg Ryglisyn 
Connecticut Opposed to Waste 
Broad Brook, Connecticut 
 
Mitzi Bowman 
Don't Waste Connecticut 
New Haven, Connecticut 
 
Alfred L. Marder 
U.S. Peace Council 
New Haven, Connecticut 
 
Nancy Burton 
Connecticut Coalition Against Millstone 
Niantic, Connecticut 
 
Frieda Berryhill 
Nukenet 
Wilmington, Delaware 
 
John Isaacs 
Council for a Liveable World 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Jim Riccio 
Greenpeace 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Thomas B. Cochran, PhD 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Paul Leventhal 
Nuclear Control Institute 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
 

Jaya Tiwari 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Ellen Thomas 
Proposition One Committee 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Michele Boyd 
Public Citizen 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Ken Bossong 
SUN DAY Campaign 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Anna Aurilio 
U.S. Public Interest Group (U.S. PIRG) 
Washington, District of Columbia 
 
Adele Kushner 
Action for a Clean Environment 
Alto, Georgia 
 
Bobbie Paul 
Atlanta WAND 
Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Tom Ferguson 
Foundation for Global Community/Atlanta 
Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Glenn Carroll 
Nuclear Watch South 
Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Sara Barczak 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
Savannah, Georgia 
 
Jeremy Maxand 
Snake River Alliance 
Boise, Idaho 
 
 
 



Dave Kraft 
Nuclear Energy Information Service 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
Stephanie Mertens 
US/ASC Justice and Peace Office 
Red Bud, Illinois 
 
John Shumaker 
Great Peace March for Global Nuclear 
Disarmament 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 
Frank Belcastro 
Dubuque for Peace 
Dubuque, Iowa 
 
Glen Draper 
Social Action Committee 
Grundy Center, Iowa 
 
Mary Davis 
Yggdrasil, a Project of Earth Island Institute 
Lexington, Kentucky 
 
Carol Solomon 
Maryland United for Peace and Justice 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
Julie Enszer 
Nuclear Policy Research Institute 
College Park, Maryland 
 
Kevin M. Martin 
Peace Action & Peace Action Education Fund 
Silver Spring, Maryland 
 
Susan Shaer 
Women's Action for New Directions 
Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Shelagh Foreman 
Massachusetts Peace Action 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
 
 

Sunny Miller 
Traprock Peace Center 
Deerfield, Massachusetts 
 
Mary Lambert 
Pilgrim Watch 
Duxbury, Massachusetts 
 
Steven Strong 
Solar Design Associates, Inc. 
Harvard, Massachusetts 
 
Deb Katz 
Citizens Awareness Network 
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts 
 
Kay Cumbow 
Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical 
Contamination (CACC) 
Lake Station, Michigan 
 
Keith Gunter 
Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two 
Monroe, Michigan 
 
Michael Keegan 
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 
Monroe, Michigan 
 
Kathy Barnes 
Don't Waste Michigan 
Sherwood, Michigan 
 
Judi Poulson 
Fairmont Minnesota Peace Group 
Fairmont, Minnesota 
 
George Crocker 
North American Water Office 
Lake Elmo, Minnesota 
 
Bruce A. Drew 
Prairie Island Coalition 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 



Mark Haim 
Mid-Missouri Peaceworks 
Columbia, Missouri 
 
Chris Daum 
Oasis Montana, Inc- Renewable Energy 
Supply and Design 
Stevensville, Montana 
 
Carolyn Holmberg 
Save Boyd County Association 
Spencer, Nebraska 
 
Peggy Maze Johnson 
Citizen Alert 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Scot Rutledge 
Nevada Conservation League 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Judy Treichel 
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Walter Barbuck 
Southern Nevada Group, Sierra Club 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Laura Cayford 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
(NIRS) 
Asbury Park, New Jersey 
 
Norm Cohen 
Coalition for Peace and Justice 
Linwood, New Jersey 
 
Sidney Goodman 
SJG Design 
Mahwah, New Jersey 
 
Paul Gotsch 
Grandmothers, Mothers, and More for Energy 
Safety (GRAMMES) 
Normandy Beach, New Jersey 

Carlos Rymer 
Coalition for Global Warming 
Union City, New Jersey 
 
Janet Greenwald 
Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive 
Dumping 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Don Hancock 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Lee Cheney 
Citizens Nuclear Information Center 
Hobbs, New Mexico 
 
Joni Arends 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
 
Jay Coghlan 
Nuclear Watch of New Mexico 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
 
Stanley Romaine 
Great Neck SANE/Peace Action 
Great Neck, New York 
 
Cari Gardner 
Gardner Project Integration Group, Ltd. 
Hastings-on-Hudson, New York 
 
Alice Slater 
GRACE Policy Institute 
New York, New York 
 
Gerald R. Lotierzo 
Peace Action of Central New York 
Syracuse, New York 
 
Cynthia Heil 
Common Sense at the Nuclear Crossroads 
Asheville, North Carolina 
 
 



Lewis E. Patrie 
North Carolina Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 
Asheville, North Carolina 
 
Lou Zeller 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League 
Glendale Springs, North Carolina 
 
Margaret O'Nan 
Chemically Injured Children's Therapeutic 
Riding Fund 
Marion, North Carolina 
 
E.M.T. O'Nan 
Protect All Children's Environment 
Marion, North Carolina 
 
Avram Friedman 
The Canary Coalition 
Sylva, North Carolina 
 
Lisa Crawford 
Fernald Residents for Environmental Safety 
& Health, Inc. (FRESH) 
Harrison, Ohio 
 
Vina Colley 
Portsmouth/Piketon Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Security (PRESS) 
McDermott, Ohio 
 
Terry Lodge 
Toledo Coalition for Safe Energy 
Toledo, Ohio 
 
Carrie Dickerson 
Citizens Action for Safe Energy (CASE) 
Claremore, Oklahoma 
 
Lloyd Marbet 
Don't Waste Oregon 
Oregon City, Oregon 
 
 
 

Paige Knight 
Hanford Watch 
Portland, Oregon 
 
Peter Bergel 
PeaceWorks 
Salem, Oregon 
 
Karen Prather 
Concern about Radiation in the Environment 
(CARIE) 
Corry, Pennsylvania 
 
Dorothy Hvodza 
Brokenstraw Watershed Council 
Irvine, Pennsylvania 
 
David Plank 
People for Peace 
Montrose, Pennsylvania 
 
Marvin Lewis 
Citizens Action in the NE 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
Tamara James 
Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom, U.S. Section 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
Beth Pirolli 
Families United for a Safe Environment 
(FUSE) 
Tullytown, Pennsylvania 
 
Bill Bobo 
Aiken Peace 
Aiken, South Carolina 
 
Gerald R. Rudolph 
Carolina Peace Resource Center 
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
 
 
 



Laura Sima 
Students Allied for a Greener Earth, 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Mavis Belisle 
Peace Farm 
Amarillo, Texas 
 
Jason Groenewold 
Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Pete Litster 
Shundahai Network 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Stephanie Fraser 
BanningtheBomb.tv 
Montpelier, Vermont 

 
Anne Rabe 
Center for Health, Environment, & Justice 
Falls Church, Virginia 
 
Paxus Calta 
The Peoples Alliance for Clean Energy 
(PACE) 
Louisa, Virginia 
 
Susan Gordon 
Alliance for Nuclear Accountability 
Seattle, Washington 
 
Fred Miller 
Peace Action of Washington 
Seattle, Washington 
 
 

 


