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December 21, 2001

Mr. Ron Gastelum

Metropolitan Waier District of Southern California
700 N. Alameda

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Mr. Gastelum,

Attached is the letter I have sent to Secretary Norton regarding the Cadiz Project as well
as the letter [ received from Bureau of Land Management (BLM) State Director Mike Pool to my

Jatest inguiry abour the project.

I understand the importance of the Cadiz Project for Metropolitan to reduce its water take |
fromn the Colorado River unde the 4,4 Plan and [ strongly support the storage portion of the )
project. 1 know Mewopolitan’s intentions are good but [ also know that Metropolitan wants to do
everything possible to aveid another "Owens Valley."

At the same time, | continue 16 have serious concerns about the export portion of the plan
which would allow Met to sell groundwater based on a recharge rate determined by Met's own
geologists. The United States Geological Survey has concluded that the recharge rate in the
desert calgulated by Mettopolitan is 5 to 25 times too high. Ibelizve this discrepancy must be
resolved before the project begins and 1 have asked the Secretary of Interior to allow the USG5
to determine the actual recharge rate.

Additionally, I am not convineed that the monitoring program, which has never been used
before, will adeguately protect the aquifer from overdraft, and thar Metropolitan and the BLM
are the right agencies to make this determination. I believe the USGS, which has both expertise
and objectivity, is in a better position to serve as the authority for overseeing the monitoring
program. Since this project is so important, I want 10 make sute that the project will increase
Metropolitan’s water supply without jeopardizing indigenous water that feeds the Mojave. Tam
sure that Metropolitan wants to do the same., .

Sincerely,

. ,_.--""'_
S | e
Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator
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