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Labor Opposes Bush-Congress Trade Deal 

The following is a statement by Anna Burger, Chair of Change to Win: 

WASHINGTON DC – “On behalf of the six million members of Change to Win unions and its 
Leadership Council, we are disappointed that House Democratic leaders joined with the Bush 
Administration yesterday to announce a trade deal that is more free than fair.  

The agreement does not represent the basis for the type of new U.S. trade policy that this nation 
desperately needs. Despite improvements in labor and environmental standards, workers remain at risk 
because the proposal fails to address how to protect U.S. jobs or create new ones. It undermines our 
prevailing wage and Buy America laws. And it hands foreign firms operating here more privileges 
over U.S. companies. For working America, that is not a deal.  

Quick policy fixes won’t help workers achieve the American Dream in the 21st century– they need a 
whole new trade model equipped to meet the realities of today’s global economy.  

Without significant changes, this agreement opens the door for subsequent harmful trade policies that 
resemble NAFTA/CAFTA – trade deals that have led to the loss of millions of good jobs at home, a 
surge in undocumented immigration, the soaring trade deficit, declining wages, and a deterioration of 
labor standards.  

Change to Win stands for fair trade that promotes prosperity at home and abroad so that workers can 
achieve the American Dream in an era of globalization. Fair trade helps create standards that will 
stimulate development, protect and create new U.S. jobs, and maintain high wage standards around the 
globe – the Peru/Panama trade agreement falls far short of this.  

It’s time for an alternative approach to this current failed model. We call on Congress to get back to 
work craft meaningful policies in current and future trade negotiations. We need to ensure that 
workers, not just corporations and CEOs, fairly share in the benefits of today’s global economy.” 
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