New Poll Shows Consumers
Overwhelmingly Support
Country-of-Origin
Labeling on Food

On June 20, 2005, Public Citizen released the results of a poll on country-of-origin labeling. The poll, which was
conducted June 9-12 by Lake Snell Perry Mermin & Associates, surveyed 1,004 adults living in private house-
holds in the continental United States.

Eight-five percent of those surveyed say they want country-of-origin labeling (COOL). Additionally, 74 percent sup-
port the idea of Congress making such labeling a mandatory program, and 55 percent have "little or not much
trust” in the meat, seafood, produce and grocery industries to voluntarily provide country-of-origin information.

Question 1: Do you favor or oppose requiring the meat, seafood, produce and grocery industries to include on
food labels the name of the country where the food is grown or produced?

National North Central South West Northeast
Favor 85% 87% 86% 80% 89%
Oppose 11% 9% 9% 17% 10%
Don’t Know 4% 4% 5% 3% 2%

Question 2: There is a bill in Congress to require labels on the food we buy with the name of the country where
meat, seafood, or produce is grown or produced. Should Congress require industry to provide this information or
should industry be allowed to decide if they want to provide this information?

National North Central South West Northeast
Congress require 74% 76% 73% 73% 75%
Industry decide 21% 18% 21% 22% 19%
Neither 2% 1% 3% 3% 1%
Other-- not specified 0% 0% -- -- --
Don’t know 3% 5% 2% 3% 4%

Question 3: How much would you trust the meat, seafood, produce and grocery industries to voluntarily provide
information about where food products come from - a lot, some, only a little, not much at all?

National North Central South West Northeast
A lot/some 44% 42% 45% 46% 43%
A little/not much  55% 56% 55% 53% 57%
Don’t know 1% 2% 1% -- 1%
PUin@.L?" www.foodactivist.org W

( Ihzerl FUBLIE
GALEE



Nationwide, Consumers want
country of origin food labeling

Americans overwhelmingly support
country of origin food labeling.

Dio o farvor or oppose reguiring the meat, sesfood, produce and greery industries to include
on its food Jabels the name of the sountry whee the food is grown or prodused?

Every region of the country supports
country of origin food labeling,
although with slightly less intensity in
the West.

Dio o firvor or opposs reguiring the meat, seafood, produse and grocery industriss to inshuds
o fte food Jabsels the namee of the cowtry whete the food is grown ar prodused?
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Consumers prefer
mandatory COOL

Most Americans prefer a
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pUbl!(ng( Congressional reguirement to letting

Clhzen industry voluntarily comply with
country of origin labelin

There is a bill in Congress to require labels on the faod we buy with the name of the country where meal, seafond, or produce
is grown or produced. [ROTATE] __ Should Congress require industry ta provide this information or __should industry be
allowed to decide ifthey want to provide this infomation?
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Americans are more divided about trusting
the food industries to voluntarily provide
country of origin labeling, but a majority

would distrust a voluntary system.

How much would you frust the meat, seafood, produce and grocery industries 1o
woluntarily provide information about where fond products come fram — 2 o, some anly
alitlle, not rmuch at all?
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