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The Hanorable Robert B, Zoellick
Deputy Secretary

1.5, Deparrment of State

2211 € Sireet Northwest
ashingron, DC 20820

Déar Depnity Secretary Zoellick:

1 am writing in reply 1o your lenter of January 27, 2005, cnnmemmgw{‘f{/
free wade agreements yon are negotating with Panama and the Andceq
madons of Colombis, Ecuador, and Peru. The Stare of Alaska supports the
effores of the United States Trade Representative and the Srate Department in
expanding the number of countries with free trade apgreements with the United
States. The negotiaton of such agreements can provide greater economie
growth throughout the world,

In the last year, Alaska has seen the henefits of expanding internadonal
trade as our exports have increased by more than $400 million w a total of
$3.2 billion in 2004, Alaska has seen hoth the positve and negative sides of
international rade with our forzign sales now mereading far three straight
years, after several years of decreases. Having seen the new jobs for Alaskans
and the more general boast o our economy that comes from increased
internavianal rade, Alaska will strongly support all efforts to lower tariffs and
other barriers to trade and increase our economy, To that end, [ am happy 0
suppart your efforts in Washingron for these free wade agreements, and any
furure agreements, particularly wirh the Asian narons, which are the core
purchasers of Alaska goods.

That being said, I am currently unable to commit the State of Alasks to

Lhe volunfary governmeant procurament sectons of these agreements. Alasks
has at least two Statuics that provide for preferences in conrracting with Alaska
suppliers of goods and services, Purthermore, state law requires all service
CONWRCS to he performed within the United States. Rinally, staze law also
prohibits out-of-state solicitation for procurement. Without substantal change
ro state law, Alaska cannot maks the commitments required by the draft free
trade agrecments.
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I believe that as the United States enters into more free Trade agresments
with Alaska’s international rading partners my statc will continwe to improve
ite economy thyeugh greater exports. Any agreement that lowers tariffs below
World Tourism Organization/General Agresment on Tariffs and Trade
commitments, pardcularly in the rariff bands for fish, timber, minerals,
fertilizer, and their derivarive products, would benefit the export of goods from
Alaska and the Alaskan workers in those industries.

In closing, I would like ta congratulate You on your yetisd 1o the Srate
Department as Peputy Secretary of State and to thank you for all your effarts
=s the United States Trade Represevtative. Your efforts have played an
important role in suenghening Alaska’s cconomy and have resulted in many
nesw jobs for Alaskans. i you ar your staff have any further questans on
£OVErnIRent procurement, please fee] free to contact Charles Abernathy, my
zssociate director for Intermarional Trade, at (202) £24-5988 or email
cabernarhvsso.0rg,.

agfing U.S, Trade Representative
U.8. Trade Representanve Dcsignee
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