
Charles F. Weed April 27, 2010
Co- Chair New Hampshire Citizens Trade Commission
Representative Cheshire 3
28 Damon court
Keene, NH 03431

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen
520 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sen. Shaheen,

State Sen. Jacalyn Cilley and I wrote you in February of this year expressing the desire of the
New Hampshire Citizens Trade Commission to meet with you and your staff in order to talk
about international trade and New Hampshire. We also requested your cosponsorship of the
Trade Reform Accountability Development and Employment Act. We know you have a very
busy schedule but were a bit disappointed not to hear from you. We meet in Concord on the first
Monday of the month, and believe it is very important to meet with a staff member to talk about
your trade initiative, and how that might relate to the charge of our Citizens Trade Commission.
Hopefully, we can arrange a visit.

But that is for the future; meanwhile we have an issue which we think is of utmost importance to
state sovereignty, and ask your careful consideration and due diligence. Our concern is with
HR5840, and its connection to the Office of National Insurance (ONI) that has been created by
title V, subtitle A. of the Restoring America Financial Stability Act of 2010. We think that it is
currently before The Senate Standing Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. We
believe that the Senate has not had a chance to vet this bill, and there are indications that the new
federal bureaucracy could preempt state insurance laws that are considered by individuals within
the ONI to be "inconsistent" with international agreements. We note that this very much relates
to the Trade Reform Accountability Development and Employment Act, that we wrote you about
in February, and which seemed to represent Pres. Obama's firm commitment to inclusion of
states in the process of signing on to international trade agreements. If we are correct, it is
possible that the ONI would sacrifice important state protections in favor of a costly and untested
federal bureaucracy.

Please look over HR 5840 carefully, and please maintain the state's ability to pass insurance laws
for the good of New Hampshire citizens. Sen. Cilley and I will be happy to sit down with our the
NH Insurance Commissioner to help develop an expedited process in order to maintain state
sovereignty and protection regarding associated international trade agreements. I will be in touch
with your office in Washington to introduce this issue, and it will be followed up with this letter.

Concernedly yours,

Charles F. Weed


