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TheT-lonor;lhle Richard C. Shelby 
Chair, Senate Appropriations 
S ubcolnlni Qke on Transportation 
133 Dirksen Senate Off& lWding 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Des Chsimlan Shelby: 

We WC writing lo express OUI- opposition lo any provision in the FY 2001 Ii& Department of 
Transportation (‘DOT) Appropriations bill which would pl-evenr or prohibit a regulatory 
proceeding rcfomGng commcrcisl vchiclc operator hours of scnricc &xi. Ibis fUlcmakin& actibn 

~tirnandated by Seclinn 408 &the Intel-state Commerce Commission Termination ACL of 1995 
(encted by the Senare on .Decemher 21) 1995) which est&lished ~qedfk requiEmen& 
ti&~dinp a timctablc, for agency action on hours of service. ‘I‘bis statutory directive was enacted 
because of congressional concern for enhancing the health and saiety of the operators of large 
trucks ald buses and the motoriug public. 

Truck driver fatigue is a serious and significant problem in the motor carrier indusw. Research 
by tie National Transportation S&ty Board and the National Highway IMfic Sdety 
Administration shows that fatigue is a factor in 30 to 40 percenl of all Mai Lruck r;ruhcs. 
Surveys of’ truck drivers indicate that they arc ticqucnrly falling asleep at the wheel and 
cn.Sxcement of hours of sc.n&e rules is hampard by paper log books that have become known 
as comic books. A national motor carrier safety conference sponsored by the U.S. DOT in 1995 
and atrended by urorr t11a1 400 pxLicip:u-& idrn Wed “fatigue” as the WP concern of industry, 
drivers, labor, ancl hcaith and s&&y experts. In short, the cu~ent nrle is not working and in fact, 
is contributing la the problem offaliguc. 

TheneWy created Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administmtion has recently issued a notice UT 
proposed rulemaking to refoml the hours: of service rule governing truck and bus drivers in 
recagnilion of tlze threat fatigue posts for commercial drivers aid American families sharing the 
road with tn~cks and buses. There is no ~~uestion that this rule is controversial and has been met 
with criticism and concern from stakeholders involved in truck safeLy. However7 the p,ublic 
debar ;ind dirclusion HT~ just beginning znd the retixrn of hours of service is 30 yetilrs overdue. 

While tie NPRM ~nay nor bc the proposal the s&y communiLy xncl others would have written, 
some elements of the prt>pCJsd are forward-looking and intended to improve motor carrier sarety . 
It is important to allow everyone the opportunity to p&e their views and qumcnts on the 
record for the purpose of amendin this proposal to m&c it a better s&&y standard. This is not 
thcrimc to stop or stymie the depatinenr’s ability to proceed with his necessary regulatory 
proceeding. Congressional &ion tying the hands of the U.S. DOT to continue with this 
wlannking procedure only serves LO cklt oil’ public debate on 3 critical safety problem that is 
rcsponsiblc for thousands of clcatiw and illjuries each year on our highways. The ch&ngc of 
cjpponcnts to various clcmcnts of the proposal, including safety advocates, is LO argue fi)r ch;mge 
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based on researcll arid data and not seek congressional inlcrvenlion LO block action a,t this initial 
stage of the process, WC would, however, supprt an extension of the comment period to 
accommodate concerns ;~boul identified technical eaors and inconsistencies in the proposed rule. 

WC urge you to allow (he process LO move ,krrward so that its merits and dcfccts can be evrduated 
in &an open public foru~n. 

Sincerely, 

bun Claybrook 
Yresidcnt 
Public Citizen 

David Snyder 
Assistant Ckncml Counsel 
American Insumncr Association 

Vice Pre.F;ident 
Advocms EOT Highway ml Auto Safkty 

nndrcw McGuircs 
Executive Director 
Trauma Foundation 


